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Detailed Readings of the Last 3 Chapters of Madman’s Diary: Deepening Cultural
Theme of “Etiquette Cannibalism’ and Expressing ‘“Repentance Consciousness”

ZHANG Xiu-li
(College of Liberal Arts, Nantong University, Nantong 226019, China)

Abstract: For thousands of years, the theme “benevolence and morality” has always been synonymous with the essence of Chinese tra-
ditional culture, but Lu Xun’s Madman’s Diary has determined it to be “etiquette cannibalism”, which is astonishing. The research on
Madman’s Diary can be construed as fruitful in academic circle, but research into this theme mainly concentrates on the first ten chap-
ters of the novel, and the interpretation of the last three stays on the appeal of “saving children”. In fact, those chapters are a return
to Lu Xun’s theme of anti-traditional culture, which contains philosophical implication of repentance and despair, and brings us a
stronger aesthetic feeling. It is a new attempt to use close reading, an approach in new criticism, to interpret the last three chapters,
to study the ways in which Lu Xun fiercely criticized some moral concepts such as “clan” and “blood”, and how he rethought history
and himself from the perspective of madman.

Key words: Lu Xun; Madman’s Diary; etiquette cannibalism; repentance consciousness; resistance to despair



